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factor is so strong that it comes in the way of a. correct appraisal.
Others, who did not know him so intimately, cannot perhaps Lave
full realization of the living fire that was in this man of peace and
humility. So both these groups lack proper perspcct ive or knowledge.
Whether that perspective will come in later years when the problems
and conflicts of today are matters for the historian, I do not know.
But I have no doubt that in the distant, as in the near, future this
towering personality will stand out and compel homage. It may be
that the message which he embodied will be understood and acted
upon more in later years than it is today. That: message was not
confined to a particular country or a community. Whatever truth
there was in it was a truth applicable to all countries and to humanity
as a whole. He may have stressed certain aspects of it in relation to
the India of his day, and those particular aspects may cease to have
much significance as times and conditions change. The kernel of that
message was, however, not confined to time or space. And if this is so,
then it will endure and grow in the understanding of man.
He brought freedom to India and in that process he taught us
many things which were important for us at the moment. He told
us to shed fear and hatred, and of unity and equality and brother-
hood, and of raising those who had been suppressed, and of the
dignity of labour and of the supremacy of things of the spirit. Above
all, he spoke and wrote unceasingly of truth in relation to all our
activities. He repeated that Truth was to him God and God was
Truth. Scholars may raise their eyebrows, and philosophers and
cynics repeat the old question: what is Truth ? Few of us dare to
answer that question with any assurance and it may be that the
answer itself is many-sided and our limited intelligence cannot grasp
the whole. But, however limited the functioning of our minds may
be or our capacity for intuition, each one of us must, I suppose, have
some limited idea of truth, as he sees it. Will he act up to it, regard*
less of consequences, and not compromise with what he himself
considers an aberration from it ? Will he even in search of a right
goal compromise with the means to attain it? Will he subordinate
means to ends?
It is easy to frame this question, rather rhetorically, as if there
was only one answer. But life is terribly complicated and the choices
it offers are never simple. Perhaps, to some extent, an individual,
leading his individual and rather isolated life, may endeavour